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fifteen francs a hectolitre (roughly equivalent to two bushels).
This crisis led to an enormous drop in the value of land and rents,
which was all to the advantage of the peasant. It caused farmers
to decrease the area under cereals and breed fewer sheep, prefer-
ring to produce commodities less exposed to competition, such as
milk, butter, cheese, poultry, vegetables, fruit, and flowers, and
at the same time increasing the area under grass and forage crops.
The peasant has become less of an agricultural labourer and more
of a gardener or stock-breeder and in so doing has become more
assimilated to the artisan class, On the other hand, he has come
to work less for the local markets, and more with the object of
selling to wholesalers or great industrial establishments, such as
mills, distilleries, sugar-refineries, and preserved-food factories.
In this sense agriculture has become 'commercialized'; but the
old industrial crops, once the most prosperous, have fallen on evil
days; vines, silk, flax, olives, and colza have been affected by
disease and, above all, by the competition of foreign produce.
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Stimulated by ail these new outlets, industry, trade, and agri-
culture have thus worked together to produce an abundance of
benefits such as humanity had never known before. This revolu-
tion in material existence has made itself felt in other countries
as well, and France has even lagged behind England and Germany.
In every country an unprecedented abundance of articles has been
produced for the satisfaction of every need. But in other countries
this has been accompanied by a considerable increase of population.
France alone has increased its production without increasing the
density of its population. This unprecedented abundance has
served, not to swell the number of its inhabitants, but to improve
their conditions of existence.

The nobility, which has held aloof from all modern activities,
retains none of its former pre-eminence save a social prestige due
to its titles or manners, It has so completely lost its political in-
fluence that, out of some hundreds of ministers during the last
half-century, barely half a dozen have borne a name preceded by
(the particle*, It has become fused with the upper middle classes,
which associate with it on a footing of equality - so much so that
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